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ENGLISH SECTION

'The Cast system In India

Miss Duriya T. Nasikwala
SN AN S

Ihe word ‘caste’ has been derived from port-
ugeuse term ‘casta’ meaning ‘race’, ‘creed’, or ‘line-
age’, There are thousands of castes in the world and
India has the largest number oi castes in the world

what is a caste? A caste isa social group
having two characteristics: (i) membership is confin-
ed to those who are born of members and including
all persons so born: (i) the members are forbidden
by inexorable social law to marry outside the group.

The castes are formed on the basis of occup-
ation, tradition, purity and religious rituals. The
caste system is a hierarchy of different castes, The
high caste constitutes the people who are at -t'he
helm of religious affairs and claim of possessing

‘religious knowledge and rituals. These] are at the
top of the ladder of the caste system. The uDPef
caste is followed by the castes of the people doing
various occupations like trade, farming etc. ACEOL:
ding to the importance of the different occgpatlons,
the different castes are given different positions L‘Jl‘
statuses in the hierarchy. At the lowest level of this
ladder is the low caste comprising the people who
carry out menial or scavenging type of work fcf
the others in the society.

The caste system can be compared‘ to a multi-
storeyed building having a ‘No ENTRY’ board on
each storey. The caste systemis like water-tight
compartments, in which the people pf' one caste are
not acceptable in the others. Evgn if two castes
have same origin and similar traditions the people

- from one caste do not consider the people of othef

castes as their fellow-beings.

Thus, caste means caste sysiem wh‘ich means.
exclusiveness, hierarchy, fixed order of things, greé-
ter regard to the ancestry of a person than to his
individual merit, pretension of the purity of blood
and feeling superiority and inferiority.

Why did such numerous castes come into
existence ? There are many factors contributing to
the formation of castes in India. The history of
castes should be siudied from the arrival of Aryans
in India. The Aryans fought against the original

fraasifon ¢y—¢e

inhabitants and dominated them. These aborigines
of India were the ancestors of the Dravidians of
india. These people were pushed towsards the south
as the Aryans began holding their sway in the
North. The people of two different cultural trends
did not,mix completely, but largely remained isola-
ted from each other though we learn of some assi-
milation of two cultures in history. Even in the
Aryans there were different clans which fought
amongst themselves for political power. Later, these
clans formed different castes. But it cannot be said
that the different castes are formed by splitting out
from one united body.

Numerous tribes which were living in  different parts
of India existed as different units and after the concept
of endogamy was introduced, they did not fuse, but
Scattered all over
the country, because of vast land and rich resources
available everywhere In Europe, the tribes were as
those in India, but they fused together. Thus, Europe
or America is like a chemical compound of different
castes while India is a mechanical mixture.

The caste system became more distinet with the
introduction of the *varna, system. In varna system, the
brahmins occupied the highest position and important
religious rights were reserved for them. The shudras
were given lowest position in the hierarchy. This system
continued for centuries, The brahmins became more and
more powerful and shudras remained ignorant and
submissive. With the Greek and various Muslim invasio
ns more and more people settled in India and asa
result more and more castes came into existence.

These various castes had their own rules and every
member had to adhere to these rules. Every person who
rebelled against the caste rules was ostracized. Such
individuals, driven out by various causes, from their
native castes quickly fromed the nucleus of new groups
and formed new castes though the customs and rules
remained the same.

The caste system in India has remained strong Sl.]_]-
ce ages. This isbecause the people considered the purity
of caste as very important, Any changes in the rules

R




and regulations of castes were opposed by the orthdox
people. Ram Manohar Lohia says “The system of caste
is a terrifying force of stability and against change, a

force that stabilises all current meanness,

dishonouy
and lie.”

Before theadvent of European powers in the Indian
sub--continent there were numerous small kingdoms
in India ruled by the leaders of different religions, sectg
and clans. The common people were more or less loyal

to these rulers. But, even thoagh the rulers ch

anged,the
caste feeling remained strong as ever,

When the British government introduced various
reforms, the upper classes were

quick to take advantage

of the opportunities and so formed new intelligentsia
and played a great role In national struggle. So, the
British government took advantage of this situation
and adopted the policy of ‘divide and rule’. This policy
not only created the feeling of distrust amongst the
andus and Muslims, bnt ajso between Harijans and
Hmdus.- A§a result, Communalism came intq existence,
The ma]or{ty tried to ride roughshod over the minority
and the minority did not trust the majority. Hence
communal feeljngg began to groyy, ;
Our Constitution

has introduced
has not done 4

guarantee

: Sequal rights to all ang
unwersal adyig £

HtIranchise. But g this
ligious bigotry, intolerance

co has increased the | i
illiterate People of Indig
Politics in termg of
n‘ame of caste Sentiment e

Faste considerations are alw _pOhhcal s
mportance while distribyg; s o

; SVeNn  paramey
whil distributing i tic?i&nfg the tEckets or varioﬂz
while forming ministrjeg, Th Or varioysg Positiong or
group always vote for g candifaigpég of the same Caste
Thus, caste is a great threat g ¢, &in: icn- OWn caste,
far as it has €ncouraged the People :honal unity in g4
ies above merit and e

1t groy 1
Selfishpees Oyl

88 aboye

. comperence ang
public well-being,

There is also a relationship between cla

The upper caste people were often ric

SSand cagpa
Caste w

h and
s < e 10 e
€re poor and submissive, But, this rel s

alionship is
v

1nitics
enragingas the lower castes get more Oppfor([;ujarat
and concessions. For example, the Rujplgic(; farm lab-
(upper class) are marginal farmers or landless '
ourers. af
- . it
After Independence, the communal "’il_o:l?[;:iausc
increased in our country by many folds '.Flm1 :.,Hlt an
the people have become more and more m_to bs‘s educ”
narrow-minded due to lack of proper awarenc S -
ation and rational thinking. The pC'OIﬂC 2l ﬂ,lg“;meﬂts
are very proud of their Dravida 01'ig1‘n. Thizse; q'oam.
were successfully exploited by Dravida Kaz ]‘Eoﬂ- :
even went to the extent of burning the Constitt fims 1
communal tensions between Hindis and Musuesom
Ahmedabad,Bhiwandi and Meerut are the %r}(ﬂmm‘-‘
examples of communalism.We also know abPUquat and
and Reddy conflict in Andhra pradt?Sha L?‘“’}\mfathﬂ
Okkaliga rift in Karna-taka, Brahamins an Cqsteism
and Mahars in Maharashtra etc., In Bihar, the ¢ ajp
has taken a notorious turn. The enmity betweer =2 g
landlords and Bhumihars has taken many 1IV§;H able
after forty years of Independence we have not Lot OUf
to cultivate the feeling of nationalism 111110111;6ﬁ
people who are very traditional and fear tO
shackles of casteism.

( the

rking

Many committees and social groups are “(;(1‘12 i
for the proper solution to establish harmony ﬂﬂ-:ge qu‘;
people of different castes,But, in vain. Inter-ca8 sct‘iﬂbi
lages, participating in each others’s festivals an aré 2
Up of committees like Kaumi Ekia committ ¢ pang
superficial. What we need is an internal social Cu o
A change in attitudes, outlook and ideas. We S0 iﬂt
ase to think narrow-mindedly on every issuc 2% gh

. X ; - jond* g
only in terms of broad nationalissues and naukeﬂ 8 ¢
reservation of certain seats should not be 12 t tb
fav

our conferred on some. It isan OpPOl't“mty
depressed class 1o joip the national mainstream

o
The government and the other Domlf;a orafl

. . i e
'S should not taye advantage of poople’ $ |925 i
:ﬁ o8 Putchasing votes, Ayl the religious °” : Tpe
sl;l;;(cinu 13"—‘“3. MUslim sena should be bannes' '5“:!1

; res.ervatlon should be based on ‘cla® tri

4
follow seculste" The government shou shar,ﬁd
of religig 2l1sm and stop playing int0 b = 0"
G stepu: funQdamentalistq. Social grgup L mmr{g
and heango flesto‘e frust and faith If’_‘ Effoﬂd
Should 4 O the m\ﬁ{)ﬁ'(y (_‘,ommunﬂmf;in a|0r|
Persuasiop € through constant p"eac.sm\f\{h.leé'
Prevail amone moVe distrust and obscurant! unit

n
HithE Memberg of various com

India’s Foreign Policy

Miss Vaishali J. Shah
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“Foreign policy is the system ofactivities }e\ UILS[;S

= sk T Ok r states
communities for changing the behaviour of other st:

s internatio-
- and for adjusting their own activities to ll(lle]'n‘l‘;tiel\a\’hilc
s A s sKi.
nal environment”, observed George Modeli

power is central to foreign policy, id(falis_m lmsll.ti]}!:,ii
in framing of foreign policy. India’s foreign po 'fi r>-\‘r;;
directed by foreign rulers for the last two hundxu.. \Ll {0
and India’s .role‘-in international relations was suitec

. the interests of Britain.

Independence enable India to frame and Puf:utt? ]:1;0
own foreign policy. And like every i”‘iependcnrt; :-lf.m;,
is the captain of her soul and the master Oi- ﬂ‘ii ;ws.i-
India’s foreign policy, is not only the re::.ull % .'.‘t;'li)i‘onal
cal environment but also the PI'OdUCl.m thé 1113}11 Indi-
values of Indian society and the commitments 0. ] bl'* g
an National Movement during the frecdom S;mﬁo‘;‘einn
big size has enabled her to pursue an independen ?
policy as it makes conquest difficult.

Climate has also been an aflversc mcto;l':gi{ﬂfig;z
foreign policy extremely uncertain nmnsizi?‘“m:_ ;-ec‘;ring
year and fleods the next year, has ma :d v 01 to look
f00d deficiencies which in turn have forced hier €9 (60
abroad for food. India does not have a qt]o?\n’?r?k S;.IC]'I a
cient economy, though we are heading 1-;:quired i
goal. Foreign capital and technolog_}’flrg her policy to
‘&arious schemes. This forces llf.‘.]'. to Clhcm:e
suit the needs of the supllier nation.

ia’ i icy are non-
The basicfeatures of India’s for.agn po'l}l(;i}s;n A
alignment, anti-imperialsim and ﬂnt.l-cqlon;:wefu,l e
ilign to racial discrimination and faith 1n pes e
stence, co operation and in the concept of a
united nations of the world.

kol ‘neutrality’
Non-alignment is often mlsta]?en r‘}i diz?:;m‘ei;l
which does not convey the real llﬂu”g (‘;R S
policy. India could not align with Ul. t"o.n .bccanse of
ed in ideology of violence and revo U!‘I er geographical
its liberal traditons. On the other hani,]]‘mgclo\;e e
lacation (with the Soviet Union and 1u “\’ér 5 A
borders) demanded that she should ne
alliance ] '
The world balance of power can be es.ta.bhshed ‘.\‘ut]3-
out India being tainted by active participation 1n it
The traditional attitude of tolerance also impelled India

to remain non-aligned. Besides, she can keep hC‘l" medi-
atory hands clean for the henefit of the world, She can

farqamifss ce-¢d

be the world’s largest mediator withoutfalse start.s \\Tule

U 3 3 ‘o B By (& n
others prepare the ground and bless her exploitatio
of it.

India strongly opposes colonialism and imperml?snl‘;
of any kind. She has always shown full syn_lpathj.,’ {0} t;.e
those nations and people who are undelr 'uut;;erx% :1 ;.le(i
' G Ct { such people in the
she has taken up thecause o DEOT A
Nations and playec i tant role in the promotio:
Nations and played an impor . T
i isati has sapported 1 ia,
»f decolonisation. She Inc i
;_ibya Tunisia, Algeria,Morocco, the Pa\esu?iar:j l}:e
eration Organisation and so on. ?hi?fo :::ep:hems-
Bangladesh) io t
eople of Easi pakistan (‘ : sh) 1 : !
zlve‘; from the yoke of military regime in Pakistan ;
India emphasises the principle of_ br'cﬁhert:ic:r)]S
of man and opposes all types of t??sctnmm:tw.m
tc. She is the first cou
baised on race, culture e : She = aliey e e
ise | i inst racial discrimination
raise her voice agains Ly
ational level and severely condemns the potl;n'\c/ 2l
racial segregation pursued by the governnt\hdd 2
South Africa. she raised the queston of apar Lo
the United Nations and brought to notlc.e 1t1':m ¥
i titutes a flagrant viola
ractice not only cons : :
fhe U .N. Charter and Declaration of Human Rights
but also constitutes a serious threat to world peace.f
She has all along been the strorgest proponen{t.oa
the idea of applying sanctions agcinst South A n(;l
and has condemned Britian for her refusal to apply
them.

India has always tried to pron:\ote the tdea%g;
co—operation and peacefgl co—e_msten.ce . st:'e 5
developed intimate relations with C'mr}a, 01: .”,1
yugoslavia Egypt etc. and p'{ayed a \eadmg Y 44
the evolution of 'panchsheel’ (non—agression, o
—interference in the affairs of others, respect e
the others, equality and common pgace)'.Despre-
chinese betrayal in 1962 ls\;e has persisted in exp
ssing faith in these principles. :

gIndia shows a special bias for the countn;i:;
Asia in its foreign policy. She has de'veloped i
relations with these countries and tries 1o fp:;onfer-
unity among them by organising a number oseparate
ences but never has she tried to_cre_atemaremmns
bloc of the Asian nations. She has mnmaﬁng TRt
with the commonwealfh even after s;ﬂﬁgyes i
publican constitution becausg .she_ e ol
membership shall be beneficial 0




other spheres. She has great faith in the United
Nations Organization and her foreign policy is fram-
ed mostly from the U, N Charter.

India encourages the
through peaceful methods a
to the United Nations’s
She has been contributing
nnel for implementing the
Nations. She played a com
Korean and Indo-China crises, She also sent a large
contingent to preserve Peace in Congo,

The basic principles outlj

settlement of disputes
nd extends full support
actions in this direction
military and other perso-
decisions of the United
mendable role during the

.The en}phasis shifted to collective decision—
ing during the Shastri era. The Public involvem-
ent in the formulation of foreign policy increased.
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Love and Lovers

fove is a mirror

Lovers can see in it;

Love is a like a Tlower;
Lovers can smell it;

Love is like water;

Lovers can drink it;

But, some times,.....

Love is like a sword,

Lovers can't touch it;

Love is like an ocean,
Lovers can't swim in it;
Love is like the sun.

i.overs can’t approach it; 1
This, the thing called ‘love 1s,
And still, love is fine!

Dnyaneshwar K. Kale
T. Y. B. A.
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Dust is lighter than a feather,
And the wind is more light than either;
Rut a woman's fickle mind

Is li0h‘tcr than a feather, dust or wind.

Compiled by
Rajendra Shinde
S. Y.B. A.

Kashmir is for scenery,
Madras for culinary,
Kerala for dance,
Mysore for romance.

Compiled by
Prasanna Thombare
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The Static Shadow

when in the evening
I stand alone
i At the window,
i Like a phantom
In the twilight
Your shadow

Flexible, eternal, mysterioug—

Itself before me projects—
And

I hear the soft rustle
Abruptly,

Your static shadow
In the darkness is ref]

And then, Scatters |
But |

ected

It excites my ming

It inspireg me
It ﬂ]:‘.\.’

4Y$ inspires me,
Sandeep Subhedar
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